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There has never been a golfer to rival Arnold Palmer. To the legions of golf fans around the world,

Palmer is a charismatic hero, the winner of sixty-one tournaments on the PGA Tour and still going

strong on the Senior PGA Tour. But behind the legend, there is the private Palmer--a man of wit,

compassion, loyalty, and true grit in the face of personal adversity.Writing with the humor and

candor that are as much his trademark as his unique golf swing, Palmer narrates the deeply moving

story of his life both on and off the links. He recounts the loving relationship he shared with his

father, "Deacon" Palmer, the course superintendent and head professional at the Latrobe Country

Club where young Arnie developed his game, his friendships and rivalries with golf greats, his

enduringly happy marriage with Winnie, his legendary charges to triumph and titanic disasters, and

his valiant battle against cancer and remarkable recovery.Arnold Palmer has lived one of the great

sporting lives of the twentieth century. Now, with the help of acclaimed golf writer James Dodson, he

has created one of the great sports autobiographies of our time.
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I was pleasantly surprised by this book, by its candor and by how well-written it was. It minimized

many warts, but there is still some bite to it.Arnold Palmer defines what charisma is. Charisma has

nothing to do with skill, he certainly was not the most skilled or accomplished golfer. His talent and

achievements fall short of those of Nicklaus, Hogan and even Gary Player. Yet Palmer with his

amazing charisma can arguably be considered the most important golfer in the last 50 years.A few

years ago I was watching a Senior tournament. My wife came by and became enraptured by what



was on. That was extremely odd, she usually does not watch golf. She asked me who the man on

the screen was that was so fascinating. It was Arnold Palmer.The portraits that Palmer draws of his

parents, especially of his father, are wonderful. His stories of growing up are wonderful and I feel a

good sense of the man and his roots. And he spares no words in discussing the death of his best

friend while he was at school at Wake Forest, a death he still somewhat blames himself.However,

the story about the Ku Klux Klan meeting and his mother's reaction to it (live and let live) is rather

naÃƒÂ¯ve.Palmer brings up an interesting theory about his career, that his decision to stop smoking

played a factor in it. Nicotine creates a dependency, physical and psychological, no doubt about it.

Palmer feels that cigarettes helped him concentrate. But I admire him for not starting again, even if it

cost him some strokes. So do his grandchildren and his fans, if he had not stopped, he would not be

here today.Palmer talks about several people in the golf world at length. He speaks highly, yet

evenhandedly, of Clifford Roberts and the Masters.
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